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The Three-Waves of Feminism
For centuries, women have been considered unequal to their male counterparts. This inequality or disparity has been linked to many social problems that women face in society. Feminism movements emerged to try to establish and achieve equality between women and men. The history of feminism has been divided into three main categories, which explores how feminist movements have evolved and changed over the centuries. This essay seeks to examine how feminism movement has evolved in time and space through the past decades since its emergence in the 19th century. The essay will focus on the three movements, which include first movement (the 1840s-1920s), the Second Wave (1960s-1980s), and third wave (1900s-2000s).
First Wave (the 1840s-1920s)
This wave emerged towards the end of the 19th century through the early 20th century, 1848 to 1920 (Grady 9). This first wave occurred in two main regions, the United States and Europe. The key concerns included women’s suffrage, the right to education, better working conditions, marriage and property laws as well as reproductive rights (Krolokke & Anne 3). As Grady explains, for more than 70 years, the first wavers engaged in various activities including marching, lecturer, and protest against the laws that denied them their suffrage rights or the right to vote (10). Before 1840s, the suffrage rights were reserved exclusively for the elites and white males. However, the emergence of the first wavers in 1848 created a space for women to advocate for their socioeconomic and political rights. The first wave started with Seneca Falls convention in 1848, where almost 200 women met in a church in New York to discuss the civil, social, and religious issues that affected the gender (Grady 10). Historians have established that the attendees of this convention deliberated and listed 12 items that they sought to resolve, including calling for specific equal rights such as suffrage rights (Grady 10).
Apart from the suffrage rights, the first wavers further advocated for change in the economic rights calling for the promotion of equal contract and property rights for women (Drucker 3). According to Drucker, the first wavers of the feminist movement opposed the ownership of married women by their spouses. The first wave ended in the early 20th century with the 19th Amendment of the United States Constitution to include women’s suffrage rights (Drucker 3).
The Second Wave (the 1960s-1980s)
The second wave feminism is believed to have started in the early 1960s in the United States and spread across the western world and beyond. As Grady explains, this wave started in 1963 with the publication of feminist writings like Betty Friedan’s The Feminine Mystique, which sold more than three million copies in three years (12). According to Krolokke and Anne, the second wave feminism has been described as the most “radical feminism of the women’s liberation movement” that started in the early 1960s (7). This was the period that characterized by highly publicized events in the United States (Krolokke & Anne 8). 
The key issues that this wave sought to address included increasing awareness about sexism and patriarchy, gender-based violence and domestic abuse, workplace inequalities, legalization of abortion and birth control, and sexual liberation of women (Krolokke & Anne 8). Some of these issues were raised in the first wave but were not achieved, and the second wave sought to readdress them clearly while also making them distinct from the political changes that dominated the first wave. Drucker explains that this wave sought to address further the social inequalities and discriminations that were not solved with the first wave (4). This wave was popularly referred to as “personal is political” highlighted the link between the cultural practices that extended discrimination against women and politics. Betty Friedan’s text The Feminine Mystique provided criticism of how women were objectified and degraded to find fulfilment in homemaking and childbearing only (Drucker 4). This text was used to advance the feminist ideologies of the second wave in the United States and even beyond. The second wavers sought to transform the social fabric of the American society by eradicating what Friedan described in her book as false beliefs that women have become victims of (Drucker 4). The second wave became popular with various titles such as “politics of housework, pro-woman line, and personal is political,” which sought to achieve collective empowerment of women not only in the United States but even in the other western world like Europe (Krolokke & Anne 9). 
The Third Wave (the 1990s-2000s)
The third wave emerged in the 1990s and extended all through the early 2000s. Some of the key concerns of this wave include intersectionality, recognition of the diversity of women, changes in the stereotype portrayal of women in the media and language used to define them, and sexual identities (Perez 69). According to Perez, critics of the third wave have argued that this wave remains active even though people are living in the postfeminist world (69). As Drucker further explains, the third wave emerged as a movement to address the failures of the second wave (5). The third wave ideologies sought to address the challenges associated with definition and understanding of femininity that emerged in the second wave era (Drucker 5). Critics have argued that the second wave overemphasized the experiences of women, especially those of the middle-class white women who wanted to address the socioeconomic inequalities they faced at workplaces and also at home. As such, the third wave emerged as a resolution to address the women’s lives as intersectional (Drucker 5). This wave has tried to link race, ethnicity, class, religion, gender, and nationality as part of significant factors to consider when addressing or defining femininity. As Grady explains, the third wave has been marred with controversies and misunderstandings due to an unclear understanding of what it represent (33). This confusion that surrounds understanding and definition of feminism has been somehow linked to key features of understanding. As Krolokke and Anne explain, feminists in this period have tried to develop a theory and political ideology that honor the different experiences, which can help in deconstructing diverse thinking of femininity in the 21st century (16). 
In conclusion, feminists have tried to advocate for the women’s rights for many years as depicted in the three waves of feminism. This essay has described and discussed the three waves of feminism from the 1840s to the 2000s. From this discussion, it can be deduced that feminism movements have evolved and changed over the years, but they have not attained most of the resolutions that were identified even in the first wave. Today, women are still paid low compared to their male counterparts despite that they are working the same job, and stereotype attitudes towards women is still a challenge in some parts of the world today. Therefore, feminism will still change and evolve to address the issues that the previous three waves have not addressed.
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